
 

 

 

 
Driving Change: Shaping India’s Next Decade of Vehicular Emissions Reforms 

Tuesday, 9th December 2025 | 10:00 am – 04:00 pm 
Multipurpose Hall, India International Centre (IIC), New Delhi, India 

Organized by: Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago (EPIC India) 
 

Delhi’s air pollution challenge continues to be shaped decisively by vehicular emissions. Estimates 
indicate that road transport contributes nearly half of the city’s annual PM₂.₅ load and a substantial 
majority of NOₓ emissions, underscoring its central role in worsening health outcomes and limiting the 
effectiveness of broader air quality interventions. As Indian cities witness unprecedented motorization, 
the limitations of conventional regulatory tools, which have focused narrowly on permits, inspections, 
and periodic enforcement, have become increasingly apparent. 

The current moment represents a pivotal juncture for India’s transport and air quality agenda. 
Large-scale deployment of Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) systems in Delhi mark the first 
attempt to embed compliance checks into everyday vehicle activity. Parallel advances in On-Board 
Diagnostics, Portable Emissions Measurement Systems (PEMS), and Remote Sensing Technologies 
promise to reshape how governments identify high-emitting vehicles, monitor in-use performance, and 
enforce standards with greater transparency and precision. At the policy level, the implementation of 
Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency (CAFÉ) norms, along with the impending Bharat Stage (BS) VII 
standards, signal a future built on more efficient engines and cleaner combustion. Meanwhile, the 
upcoming Delhi Electric Vehicle (EV) Policy 2.0 indicates a shift from early adoption to deeper 
institutional integration of electric mobility within the city’s transport system. Together, these 
developments point toward a larger transformation that requires technological innovation, governance 
reform, and behavioral change to be aligned within a unified, evidence-led framework. 

It is in this context that the Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago in India (EPIC India) is 
convening a high-level conference on “Driving Change: Shaping India’s Next Decade of Vehicular 
Emissions Reforms” The event will bring together senior government officials, regulators, 
thought-leaders, and practitioners to examine how India can strengthen its vehicular emissions 
governance architecture for the next decade. 

The discussions will be organized around four interconnected themes that together define the future of 
clean mobility in India: 

1.​ Economics of Vehicular Pollution and Congestion: Understanding the costs imposed by 
emissions and congestion, and designing policies that internalize these externalities. 

2.​ Regulatory Evolution: Assessing current frameworks and identifying institutional reforms 
required to manage compliance, monitoring, and enforcement at scale. 

3.​ Technology and System Innovation: Exploring emerging tools such as ANPR, OBD, PEMS and 
Remote Sensing, and examining their potential to build a modern emissions oversight system. 

4.​ Evidence-Led Compliance and Governance: Leveraging data, field experiments, and 
behavioral insights to design robust, scalable enforcement and mobility solutions. 

The conference aims not only to deliberate on these themes but also to foster convergence among 
government, academia, and industry, ensuring that India’s transition to cleaner transport is anchored in 

scientific evidence, operational feasibility, and long-term institutional resilience.  
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Agenda 

Start End Session Speaker(s)/Panelist(s) 

9:30 AM 10:00 AM Registrations 

10:00 AM 10:10 AM Welcome Remarks 

Dr. Balaji Srinivasan  

Principal Strategic Advisor, Institute for 
Climate and Sustainable Growth, University 
of Chicago 

10:10 AM 10:20 AM 

Special Address:  
 
Setting the Stage for a Collaborative Approach to 
Address In-use Vehicular Pollution 

Sh. Rajesh Verma (IAS)* 

Chairperson, Commission for Air Quality 
Management (CAQM) 

10:20 AM 10:30 AM 

Special Address: 
 
Lessons from Delhi’s Journey in Strengthening Vehicular 
Emissions Governance 

Ms. Niharika Rai (IAS) 

Secretary-cum-Commissioner, Transport 
Department, Government of NCT of Delhi 

10:30 AM 10:45 AM Keynote Address by Honorable Minister 
Dr. Pankaj Kumar Singh 

Honorable Minister of Transport, 
Government of NCT of Delhi 

10:45 AM 10:55 AM 

Session 1 (Talk): 
Measuring Compliance: Insights from the PUCC 
Randomized Trial 
 
Using insights from Delhi’s experience, this talk explores 
how the Pollution Under Control (PUC) regime functions in 
practice, uncovering key behavioural and institutional 
challenges and identifying reforms to strengthen the 
credibility and effectiveness of emission testing. 

Prof. Anant Sudarshan 

Professor at the Department of Economics, 
University of Warwick 

10:55AM 11:05AM 

Session 2 (Talk): 
PUCC 2.0 and the Future of In-Use Emissions 
Compliance in India 
 
Drawing on ongoing policy thinking within the Ministry of 
Road Transport and Highways, this talk will examine the 
direction of reforms aimed at building a more reliable and 
enforcement-ready PUC system. 

Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, 
Government of India* 

11:05 AM 11:15 AM 

Special Announcement: 
 
Signing of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between EPIC India & Airawat Research Foundation, IIT 
Kanpur 

Mr. Amar Nath 
Chief Executive Officer, Airawat Research 
Foundation (ARF) at IIT Kanpur 

Dr. Leni Chaudhuri 
Executive Director, University of Chicago 
Center in India 
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11:15 AM 11:35 AM Tea Break 

11:35 AM 12:20 PM 

 

Session 2 (Panel): 
Technology Pathways for Real-World Emissions 
Monitoring 
 
Tools such as On-Board Diagnostics (OBD), Portable 
Emissions Measurement Systems (PEMS), and roadside 
remote sensing are becoming central to understanding 
in-use emissions performance. The panel will discuss how 
these tools support targeted enforcement, improve 
inspection and maintenance systems, and inform future 
regulatory standards, while also considering the 
institutional and technical requirements for large-scale 
adoption. 

Automotive Research Association of India 
(ARAI)* 

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE)* 

Airawat Research Foundation (ARF) at IIT 
Kanpur 

Shakti Sustainable Foundation* 

Commission for Air Quality Management 
(CAQM) 

12:20 PM 1:05 PM 

Session 3 (Panel): 
Cleaner Engines, Tougher Standards: Understanding 
India’s Next Regulatory Leap 
 
India is preparing for a significant regulatory transition with 
the introduction of Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency 
(CAFE) norms and Bharat Stage VII (BS7) emission 
standards. This session will examine how these upcoming 
regulations could influence the design and performance of 
cleaner engines, the implications for vehicle 
manufacturers, and the adjustments required from 
regulators and compliance agencies. The discussion will 
also explore how these standards fit within India’s broader 
roadmap for fuel efficiency, emissions reduction, and 
long-term fleet modernisation. 

NITI Aayog, Government of India* 

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE)* 

Emission Controls Manufacturers Association 
(ECMA India)* 

The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI)* 

 EPIC India 

1:05 PM 2:05 PM Lunch 

2:05 PM 2:50 PM 

Session 4 (Panel): 
Beyond Ambition: Building an Implementation-Ready EV 
Policy 
 
With EV adoption targets set, the next frontier is execution. 
This discussion explores how to bridge policy ambition with 
on-ground delivery through smarter incentives, stronger 
institutions, and coordinated ecosystem development. The 
session will also consider the data systems needed to 
support large-scale electrification, including interoperable 
platforms that link registries and compliance databases to 
improve monitoring, track usage patterns, and strengthen 
regulatory oversight. 

Transport Department, Government of NCT 
of Delhi 

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE)* 

Ministry of Heavy Industries, Government of 
India* 

Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) India* 

EPIC India 

2:50 PM 3:35 PM Session 5 (Panel): 
Governing the Roads: Managing Vehicle Pollution and 

Delhi Traffic Police* 
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Urban Congestion 
 
Growing congestion and emissions in Indian cities require 
a coordinated governance approach. This session will 
discuss policy and infrastructure interventions that can 
improve traffic management and support cleaner mobility. 
It will also highlight how Intelligent Traffic Management 
Systems (ITMS), integrated Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition (ANPR) networks, and Radio-Frequency 
Identification (RFID)–based FASTag systems can enhance 
enforcement, generate actionable data, and enable more 
consistent compliance across jurisdictions. 

World Resource Institute (WRI) India* 

Indian Highways Management Company 
Limited (IHMCL)* 

Institute for Transportation and Development 
Policy (ITDP)* 

EPIC India 

3:35 PM 3:40 PM Closing Remarks EPIC India 

3:40 PM 4:20 PM Event Concludes with High Tea 

 

* Invited 

Conclusion 

The conference aims to offer a platform for policymakers, regulators, technical experts, and 
academicians to examine practical pathways for strengthening India’s vehicular emissions management 
and governance landscape. Building on the day’s discussions, the event will highlight how economic 
instruments, regulatory evolution, emerging technologies, and evidence-based enforcement can be 
aligned to support cleaner, more efficient mobility across Indian cities. 

Beyond the immediate recommendations, the conference seeks to contribute to a sustained process of 
knowledge sharing and policy development. By bringing together diverse perspectives from 
government, academia, and industry, the event aims to strengthen the foundations for long-term 
regulatory reform and promote a coherent approach to reducing transport-sector emissions.  

EPIC India, through its Transport Research and Programmatic Unit, will continue to support follow-up 
engagement, documentation, and analytical work emerging from this convening. This ongoing 
collaboration is intended to ensure that insights from pilots, field experiments, and policy initiatives 
continue to inform the design of future interventions and contribute to the development of an 
integrated, evidence-led framework for cleaner transport in India.​
 

About EPIC India 

The Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago (EPIC India) works at the intersection of 
research and policy to address critical energy and environmental challenges. Through its Transport 
Research and Programmatic Unit (TRPU), EPIC India collaborates with the Delhi Transport Department 
to design and implement data-driven solutions for improving vehicular compliance, reducing emissions, 
and advancing sustainable mobility. The TRPU strengthens evidence-based policymaking through 
rigorous analysis, structured stakeholder engagement, and targeted interventions that translate 
insights into practical action. 
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