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PROJECT BRIEF

Strengthening Environmental Regulations

Through Transparency

Anant Sudarshan, Micheal Greenstone, Nicholas Rya, Rohini Pande

Increasing public participation in the Indian environmental regulatory process by disclosing industrial

performance through a five-star rating system

The Research Question

Environmental regulation in India has a history of being
extremely opaque, characterized by limited data and low
transparency for all stakeholders. Even in the case of regulated
plants, although their own performance on environmental
audits is made available, their relative performance is not. The
study aims to measure the impact of disclosing industrial
emissions on regulatory action and pollution levels.

The Approach

This project builds upon a recent history of legal reform in India
that has strengthened the public right to information. The Right
to Information Act (2005) enables citizens to access several
types of data from the state, including - in theory - data on
plant emissions. However, it is time-consuming and tedious for
the public to access this data. For this reason, in the absence of
explicit public disclosure, the performance of industrial plants
has remained opaque. In launching the scheme alone, this
project has engendered a fundamental shift in how legally
actionable regulatory data is treated in India.

The star rating program uses the CEMS data to display
information about industrial emissions in  the public
domain—the most polluting industries are given a 1-star rating,
and the best-performing industries are given a 5-star rating.

Implementation

Maharashtra Star Rating Program - 2017

The Maharashtra Government’s Star Rating Program was a
first-of-its-kind in India to rate large industrial plants based on
their emissions. More than 400 industrial units were enrolled in
the program across 36 districts and 12 industrial sectors were
covered. Citizens could also access this data and the ratings of
polluting industries in their area as well the ambient air quality
of their city on the same platform in an easily understandable
manner.

Odisha Star Rating Program- 2018

Building on its experience of supporting the
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board in designing a star rating
program for industries, the EPIC-India team worked with OSPCB
to launch an information disclosure program through a
star-rating scheme. 136 industries in the red category (heavily
polluting) were covered under the Program.

Jharkhand Star Rating Program- 2019

JSPCB also launched the Star Rating Program, a data disclosure
and transparency initiative, to address the problem of industrial
air pollution in the state. Besides informing the public and
industries, the program also aims to encourage healthy
competition among industries for better regulatory compliance
to reduce emissions.
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